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FAO Fisheries and 
Aquaculture Library
FAO’s OBJECTIVES IN SUPPORTING THE 
AQUATIC COMMONS
 Improved access to grey literature related 
to fisheries and aquaculture management
Strengthening information capacity in 
developing countries on dissemination and 
preservation of fisheries and aquaculture 
documents
FAO’s OBJECTIVES IN SUPPORTING THE 
AQUATIC COMMONS
 Digitization of the FAO Library print collection of 
fisheries and aquaculture publications from 
developing countries:
• Wider availability
• Repatriation to originating institutions
REPOSITORY PURPOSE AND SCOPE
 Facilitate exchange of scientific research related to
marine/aquatic environments.
 Build content based on born digital and legacy documents
produced by IAMSLIC member organizations and
their partners.
 Offer repository services where local, stable IT support is
lacking (or where non-OAI compliant services exist).
 Long-term goal is to assist in providing access to legacy 
collections. 
EARLY CONTRIBUTORS (FAO Partners)
 Fisheries Society of Nigeria
 International Collective in Support of Fishworkers
 National Fisheries Resources Research Centre, Uganda
 National Institute for Freshwater Fisheries Research, Nigeria
 Network of Aquaculture Centres in Asia-Pacific 
 University of Botswana. Harry Oppenheimer Okavango Research 
Centre
 WorldFish Centre
 Forum Fisheries Agency
 Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission
http://aquacomm.fcla.edu

DEPOSITS INTO THE AQUATIC COMMONS 
(n=1371 as of November 1, 2008)
Visits from 10,191 unique IP addresses; daily average 
about 480 visits
Total # of visits = 29,299;  21,687 of these visits were 
not referrals or links from other sites like Google
Over 5,800 searches in Google led users to 
aquacomm.fcla.edu
The top non-search linking sites were enaca.org, 
eprints.org, iamslic.org, dep.fl.state.org, and 
cofol.mar.dfo.ca
AQUATIC COMMONS STATISTICS
(August 31, 2008 – October 30, 2008 update)

2007
 Aquatic Commons repository is built on version 3 of EPrints.  Goes 
live in August and deposits begin in September. 
 AVANO  www.ifremer.fr/avano out of IFREMER is designated as the 
official harvester
 Web site is created on the IAMSLIC home page at 
http://www.iamslic.org/index.php?section=175
 ASFA Board allocates $28 000 dollars to help build digital 
collections.
 Late 2007, three working groups are formed to help further the 
Aquatic Commons mission:  Collection Development Working Group, 
Metadata Working Group, and a Tech Group.
Listed with:
ROAR (Registry of Open Access Repostories) 
http://roar.eprints.org/ )
SCIRUS (scientific research tool)
(http://www.scirus.com/srsapp/advanced/index.j
sp )
OpenDOAR (Directory of Open Access Repositories 
http://www.opendoar.org/ )








Questions?     - Comments!
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